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In the Interim with Rev. Don Garrett 
The second act of the Broadway musical, “Rent,” opens with the 

cast singing “Seasons of Love.” It begins: 

 Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes. 

Five hundred twenty-five thousand moments so dear. Five 

hundred twenty-five thousand Six hundred minutes. How do 

you measure, measure a year? In daylights, in sunsets, in 

midnights, in cups of coffee, in inches, in miles, in laughter, in 

strife. . . How do you measure a year in the life?  

 How do I measure the year I’ve spent with you here in 

Newport News at the UUFP? In sermons, in Sundays, in songs 

and celebrations – in weddings, in mournings, in searches and 

finds? In pot-lucks, in cookies, in parties and wonder – in 

committees and Board meetings, in laughter and strife? 

 However I measure this year, it has been one full of 

wonderful people and experiences as I have had the privilege of 

helping you on the way to your unanimous vote to call Andrew 

Clive Millard as your next settled minister. 
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 You have inspired me with your vision, your energy, and your commitment as 

you found the way to expand the Fellowship’s campus to include the Warwick Office 

Annex, giving you the space you’ve needed for so long – and which gives you room to 

grow as you live your commitment to make the blessings of our vital liberal religious 

heritage available to the wider community.  

 You’ve inspired me with your interest in congregational systems thinking as you 

strove to learn how to adapt to the challenges of the future. Your Policy Board, 

committees, countless leaders and volunteers gave their time, strength, and resources 

to help make this congregation a great one. 

 You’ve said good-bye to your beloved Office Administrator, Anya Perault, and, 

irreplaceable as she was, you have found your way forward with Mary Cotton in the 

office, with special gifts and talents all her own. 

 This has been a special year for me, one I will remember and cherish as a 

landmark in my ministry. Thank you for all of your friendship and support, and thank 

you for inviting me to minister to you during this pivotal year in your history. 

 As you know, I have been called to serve as the settled minister by the Unitarian 

Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. I believe this is a 

good move for me, and am excited and grateful to have this new beginning ahead as I 

say my good-byes and take my leave from your remarkable congregation. 

 How do you measure a year in the life? How about love? Love is the spirit of the 

beloved community and love has dwelt among us this year. May it continue to dwell 

with you and within you in the years to come. 

 

Go in peace, 

-- Don 

 
Join us for Second Sunday Lunch on June 13 at Pat Taya, Thai Cuisine in 
the Washington Square Shopping Center on George Washington Highway.  
After our second service, about 12:45, for great food and fellowship. 
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Religious Education CORNER 

by Joanne Dingus 

I wanted to say thanks to all the people who came to the Fellowship Retreat on May 14-
16. And a big thanks to all who helped with the workshops, meals and clean-up. I think 
that included pretty much everyone! We all had such a great time that we’ve decided to 
hold a fall retreat with our new minister on October 15-17. So save the dates and be 
thinking about what activities you’d like to have available. Patti Calkins will be 
organizing this event so let her know your ideas. 

Do you remember some of these fairy tales from when you were a kid? Brementown 
Musicians,  

Old Sultan, Twelve Dancing Princesses, The Fisherman and His Wife, The Frog Prince, 
Rapunzel, Hansel and Gretel, Little Red Riding Hood, Rumpelstiltzkin, Cinderella, 
Shoemaker and the Elves, King Grisly Beard, Snow White and Rose-Red, Giant With 
the Three Golden Hairs, The Straw the coal and the bean, The Three Spinners. This 
summer we will explore many of Grimm’s Fairy tales in our RE program for 3-10 year 
olds. We’ll hear the stories, act them out and do activities based on the tales.  

Our middle school and high school students will be taking the course Popcorn 
Theology. Each week students will do gathering activities, view an excerpt of a popular 
movie and discuss ethical questions brought up in the film. Field of Dreams, Hoosier, 
Lord of the Rings, Willow, Dances with Wolves, Jurassic Park, Hotel Rwanda, Bowling 
for Columbine, Contact, Heaven can Wait, Bruce Almighty, Oh God, Star Trek V, Little 
Buddha, Saved, Forrest Gump, Star Trek Generations, Back to the Future are the 
movies that may be used. 

We have spaces available in both of our summer camps, Nature Friends Ecology 
Camp and Dangerous and Daring Camp. Please see the table in the foyer for 
registration forms.  

If you are thinking about volunteering to teach or interested in joining the RE committee 
in the fall please see Joanne Dingus or Andrea Garner. 

See you in the RE! 

    Back to the Table of Contents 
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Member Bio 

 

This month we feature a member who coordinates our popular Adult Education program...Dennis 

Shaw. 

How did you find out about UUFP?  When did you join UUFP?   

My wife Carole and I found out about UUFP from our friends Meg and Rich Glenn-Albiez.  We attended 

their wedding at the fellowship and felt very comfortable with the ceremony, the people and the 

atmosphere.  Although we joined the UUFP in 2002, we left on assignment to live in Germany for three 

years and re-activated our membership when we returned in 2006.  We did manage to find small 

English speaking UU congregations while overseas and enjoyed the associations there also. 

Tell us something about your background: Where are you from originally?  Where did you go to 

school?  Careers? Jobs?  

I was born in Ohio and grew up mostly in western Pennsylvania.  Actually, Bob Smith and I attended 

the same high school for a time.  After high school I attended the US Coast Guard Academy in New 

London, Connecticut.  After graduation, I spent a career in the Coast Guard doing mostly facilities 

maintenance work and eventually managing environmental protection projects. After retiring, I 

continued to work in the area of environmental protection, until re-tiring “for good” in 2002. 

Why become active with the Adult Ed Program?   

I enjoyed a couple of years on the membership committee, then became chair of the Adult Education 

committee.  I enjoy developing and scheduling Sunday morning Adult RE sessions.  We have a great 

program thanks to some wonderful teachers from within our fellowship. The ARE sessions are well 

attended and very conversational as well as educational. I hope to extend the program to have a series 

of evening programs as well.  With help from our settled minister and a growing congregation, I believe 

the ARE program will only continue to grow and improve.  

And you also served UUFP in a very special way for the past two years...   

I have served on the Ministerial Search Committee, enjoying the time with my fellow members and 

finding just the right minister for our fellowship.  

"What keeps you coming to the Fellowship?" 

I like many things about UU-ism and the UUFP, but what keeps me coming there are the people and 

the friendships I have been fortunate to build with so many of them.  The sense of community and 

support all receive to pursue their own version of spirituality are what I enjoy the most. 

When you are not doing church things...what do you like to do with your time?  Significant 

Other? Family? Hobbies and Interests?                                                       
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Carole and I love to travel, and do so as much as we are able.  I also enjoy reading (a wide variety) and 

writing. I just published a “personal narrative” and received a lot of the inspiration to write it from 

programs offered at UUFP. We also have three very lovely grandchildren in the area and love to spend 

time with them.  And when I have time, I play a little harmonica and take part in community theater.   

 

By Steve Kadar - Membership Committee 

 

FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE NOTES 

This Small Group Ministry Program has three morning circles and four that meet in the 

evening. There are sixty people involved. Each circle is led by a Facilitator and Co-Facilitator. 

They meet twice a month, usually in the homes of members. 

 The Fellowship Circle process helps members listen to each other with the kind of attention 

seldom experienced in everyday life, in so doing we get to know and understand each other  at 

a deeper level.  

 If you're interested in being part of this program, contact Bob Smith Rsmith4908@aol.com 

 
June Birthday Wishes 

3   Susanna Farthing 

5   Suzie Kilgore 

7   Alicia Hofler 

8   Helene Drees 

9   Rachel Kilgore 

14   Carrie Sheeler  

15   Patti Calkins 

 

15   Lydia Disney 

16   Jeanne Farthing 

17   Jonathan Garner 

18   Jan Briedé 

21   Susan Stokes 

24   Jerry Tenney 

28   Jesse Sheeler  

28   Athena Krafft      

 

Back to the Table of Contents 

mailto:Rsmith4908@aol.com
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MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES!  

 

Being a member of the UUFP just accrued another benefit.  The Fellowship has 

become a member of the Langley Federal Credit Union, and all members of the 

UUFP are thus immediately eligible for membership in the Credit Union also.  

 

What does that mean for you?  Credit Unions have historically higher rates on 

savings and lower rates on loans than the rates offered by banks.  That can me an 

money in your pocket!  

 

Also, Langley Federal offers a number of classes to educate their members in 

various financial matters.  Upcoming classes include the following:  

 

 Homeownership Seminar  

 Saturday, June 5 th , 8:30 am ï 3:00 pm  

 

 Identity Theft  

 Thur sday, June 10 th , 6:30 pm ï 8:00 pm  

 

 Women & Investing  

 Thursday, June 24 th , 6:30 pm  -  7:30 pm  

 

All seminars will be held at the LFCU Member Education Center, 11742 Jefferson 

Ave., Suite 110, Newport News.   

Questions?  Ask Pat Yaros at patyaros@cox.net  or 489 -4302.  

mailto:patyaros@cox.net
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Upcoming Sermons 
 

June 6 
“The Heart of Our Faith” 

Margaret M Sequrira, Director of Lifespan Faith Development at the Williamsburg UU 
Church. Sequeira holds a Masters of Theological Studies from the Jesuit School of 
Theology at Berkeley.  Margaret has also studied at Wesley Theological Seminary in 
Washington, DC and Starr King School for the Ministry in Berkeley, CA.  She lives in 
Williamsburg with her partner Donna and their daughter Mollie. 

 
June 13 

"Religion and Magic" 
A look at history shows that magic and religion have often traveled together. The 
ancients thought about these subjects in a very different way than we do.  Does the idea 
of "magic'' have any role to play in Unitarian Universalist religious thought?  Indeed how 
might we define "magic"?  Jim Sanderson shares some thoughts on these questions. 
 

June 20 with Rev. Don Garrett 
 

 "The Ballad of Joseph Priestley" 
Telling the life, times, and genius of one of the most important early Unitarians. Music 
and sermon by Don! 

 
June 27 

“Gratitude” 
 Being grateful is a gift. This service, led by Dee Kysor and George Crafts, will 
celebrate gratitude with story, song, and a brief homily. 

George Crafts is a librarian at The University of Virginia.  Dee Kysor is a 
veterinarian.  They are both charter members of the Unitarian Universalist Community 
Church of Glen Allen.  For fifteen years they have led UU worship services and 
performed as the song-story duo “Woven Yarns.”                              Back to the Table of Contents 

http://clf.uua.org/uume/0301/people.html
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Thomas Jefferson District Meeting of 30 April-2 May, 2010 

By Sandra Engelhardt, Chair, Denominational Affairs 

 

The annual business meeting of the Thomas Jefferson District was held at the Penn Center, St. Helena 

Island, SC with over 120 attendees, the largest number in many years. The UUFP delegates were: 

Joanne Dingus, Jamie Dingus and Sandra Engelhardt. Jerry Dingus also attended. 

The major issue was the name change for the district, which was retained by a very close vote. One 

additional name was offered from the Williamsburg church, Liberty. One of the more interesting 

arguments against changing the name was a reference the recent controversy about the Texas School 

book revisionists’ version of history and their take on Jefferson. Another perspective was from Rev Ed 

Piper, once our minister, who felt “Jefferson should be judged by his deeds not his words”.  

We also voted on new officers, increase in dues to $22 for FY2012, policy manual changes and Bylaw 

changes. Awards were presented and four workshops were offered. The Sunday service was given by 

Rev. Chris Buice, minister of Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church, Knoxville, TN. He shared 

parts the story of how the Knoxville community supported his congregation during their time of need 

during that Sunday shooting when several members of their congregation were killed.  

The two workshops that I attended were very interesting. One was by Denny Davidoff, a former UUA 

moderator. She explained a program she is involved with teens all over the country teaching them 

about multi-culturism. The other workshop was by Linda Hamilton of Williamsburg on Leadership 

Development. She provided several useful documents and websites for training and workshops. 

The entire weekend was dedicated to honoring Laura M. Towne, a Universalist, who founded Penn 

Center and lived there for 40 years, assisting the newly freed African-Americans of the region. 

 

Adult Religious Education 

The formal Adult RE "spring semester" is over as of May 30th. However, over the summer, Tom Hagner will 

facilitate a series of discussions on current events. All are welcome to attend. The "fall semester" of ARE will 

commence again in September. May you all have a healthy and joyful summer. 

 

Back to the Table of Contents 
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Share the Basket 

In line with our mission and vision, and to promote greater outreach to the surrounding 

community, the Social Justice Committee is pleased to announce that the Policy Board has approved a 

policy to Share the Basket with charities that are in line with our principles and purposes. Our 

Unitarian Universalist principles call for us to work for justice and humanity. By reaching out to the 

community, we are showing who we are and for what we stand. UUFP will be joining many other UU 

churches and fellowships that are using this process to enhance their outreach and impact in the world. 

The goals of the Share the Basket program are to actively be a life-affirming liberal religious force in 

our community and to provide support and care for our own community and the community at large. It 

will also be a way to enhance the meaning of the UUFP's relationships with and among partners in the 

larger local community, build awareness, learn more about ourselves and the projects the church gives 

to, and to develop a philosophy of giving within the church community.  Churches and fellowships that 

are practicing this kind of generous giving are better able to empower and advocate for those in need. 

The UUFP will share half of all of the non-Pledge portion of our collected offering with various 

charities. The Social Justice committee has been given the responsibilityðwith the Council of 

Committee's final approvalðof selecting several charities to span local, regional, national and 

international efforts as well as a range of issues, including hunger, civil rights, medical care, and the 

environment.  Each week, the basket will be shared with a different group, with LINK keeping its 

rightful place on the third Sunday of every month.  Organizations eligible for Share the Basket 

proceeds will:   

1) be 501(C)3 non-profit organizations, 

2) offer services compatible with UU principles 

3) offer opportunities to educate or engage UUFP members and friends in social justice activities 

4) have no greater than 20% administrative overhead expenses 

The Social Justice Committee would like to hear your suggestions for charitable organizations for this 

program.  Please go to the UUFP website and download the nomination form.  You can give the 

completed form to Mason Moseley, chair of SJC, or any other member of the Social Justice Committee.  

The forms will also be available in the lobby and we will solicit suggestions from the membership at the 

annual meeting in May. Form on-line: 

http://www.uufp.org/documents/Social_Justice/Share_the_Basket_nomination.pdf  

Thank you for your support of the Share the Basket effort, so we can make a greater impact on the world 

around us. 

In sincere gratitude, 

The Social Justice Committee 

Back to the Table of Contents 

http://www.uufp.org/documents/Social_Justice/Share_the_Basket_nomination.pdf
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June 2010 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDA

Y 
FRIDAY SATURDA

Y 
 

 
Memorial 

Day 

1 
Einsteinõs God 

2 
Communications 
Committee 7PM 

3 
ChorUUs 

7 pm 

 

4 
Earth Rising 
Planning 
Session 7PM 

5 
 
UUFP Yard 

Sale 

6 
 

“The Heart of 
Our Faith” 

 

7 
 
Belly Dance 
5:30 pm 
 
Investment 
Club 7PM 

8 
Einsteinõs God 

9 
6 pm Council Of 
Committees 
 
7 pm Sunday 
Services 
Committee 

10 
ChorUUs 
7 pm 

11 12 
Religious 
Education 
Planning @ 
Williamsburg 
UU 

13 
 

"Religion and 
Magic" 

 

14 
 
Belly Dance 
5:30 pm 
 

15 
Einsteinõs God 
 
7 pm 
Membership 
Committee 
 

16 
Policy Board 
7PM 
 

17 
ChorUUs 
7 pm 

18 
Summer Solstice 
Ritual 7PM 

19 

20 
 

"The Ballad of 
Joseph Priestley" 
 
 

21 
 
Belly Dance 
5:30 pm 
 

22 
Einsteinõs God 

23 24 
ChorUUs 
7 pm 

25 26 
Womenõs 
Drumming 
7PM 

27 
 

“Gratitude” 

28 
 
Belly Dance 
5:30 pm 

29 
Einsteinõs God 

30    

FLAME ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                               

All announcements must be sent to announcements@uufp.org   
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